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Fall is my favorite. At least it used to be before it was Pumpkin 
Spice Everything. I’m so tired of Pumpkin Spice Everything, but 
I’ll never tire of chilly weather, or scarves, or leaf piles. I like 
everything about fall including, maybe especially, that it’s ripe 
for portraits. Here are seven ways to help you take advantage 
of all of autumn’s goodness in your portrait photography. 

1) The light is phenomenal  

Yes, there is less of it, but it is so golden and delicious. I’m sure 
there is a very scientific reason for that, which of course I know 
and understand exactly, but I don’t want to bore you. I like a 
warmer image, so to get one without having to add a filter is 
fantastic. I prefer to shoot in the morning and early evening 
hours but in the fall, the light reflecting off of the warmer tones 
in the trees make even the deadest of shady patches come 
alive. While people don’t normally wear yellows and oranges 
for picture day, the golden tones found in nature compliment 
all skin tones. This is why I always tell my clients to dress in 
colors that are found naturally outside—not only does it keep 
people from showing up in lime green, but the palette works 
for whatever background we find that day, and this time of year 
dressing in earth tones can really make a portrait pop. 

2) Clients dress in their finest 

I’m not big on fancy clothes, but even I agree that flip flops take 
a back seat once we can bust out boots and scarves. Fall is 
when people tend to take it up a notch, plus it’s layering 
season. Layering is the best way to achieve portraits that look 
high-end or even fashion shoot-like. You won’t ever find me in 
boots, a t-shirt, a jacket, a skirt, tights, a scarf and a hat in real 
life….but on picture day, I’ll happily dress everyone in five 
layers and make them stick with it for 20 minutes if it makes my 
ragamuffin family look like we bathe regularly. I’ve found that 
my clients feel the same. Which is not to say that my clients are 
ragamuffins, I’m sure they always look as sharp as they do on 
picture day. 

3) Fall adds a playful feature to portraits 

I don’t like traditional posing so fall adds so many more options: 
throw leaves, lay on leaves, climb in colorful leaves, throw 
leaves at me! (Try to watch out for sticks please) You get the 
idea. The colors are almost like an extra family member that 
matches everyone, and isn’t making things more difficult. Use it 

to your every advantage. It’s not possible to look like you’re 
miserable in five layers of fancy-pants clothes when you are 
having a leaf fight. I know, I’ve done the research. 

4) Don’t forget black and white 

While the changing fall season offers colors, it also offers 
texture. Black and white portraits can still feel the magical spell 
of autumn through texture, tone, and playfulness. Plus, that 
phenomenal light thing goes for black and white too (see #1). I 
love black and white portraits, and while I am likely to do more 
color this time of year, I still proof a few black and whites for all 
of my clients. 

5) Compensate for the warmer tones 

Sometimes if I am hitting the light just right, and my subjects 
are in perfect clothes, and the moon isn’t void of course, I find 
that images can get too warm. I know that sounds crazy, but it 
can happen. A custom white balance can help you on the front 
end, but if you didn’t notice it until after, don’t despair. An auto 
color run (under Image in Photoshop) or a cooling filter can fix 
everything. For as much as warm tones are flattering, no one 
wants to look like a seasonal gourd. 

6) Fall weather is perfect for cuddling 

Now I’m not one to cuddle, much to my husband’s dismay; I 
can’t take people in my personal space for an extended period 
of time. Last weekend a client that knows how I feel about 
hugging and all that, giggled at how often I tell people to 
“snuggle up” when I’m shooting family portraits. I guess I figure 
that most people enjoy it. Or are at least willing to pretend they 
do for the sake of the pictures (even I am willing to do that for a 
good Christmas card), especially if it’s not 100 degrees F (30c) 
outside. And a snuggle feels like a lot less pressure than 
cuddling, now doesn’t it? 

7) The holidays are around the corner 

In the US, the changing colors of the trees means that winter is 
almost here, which puts portrait photographers square into 
Holiday Card Season. Most of the clients I photograph this time 
of year are planning on using their images for sending out 
cards, or even creating holiday gifts. So this is the only time of 
year I’m likely to offer a sale or special on portrait sessions, and 
every time I do, they sell out. That also means that this is the 
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time of year that I can lose my mind in a pile of editing if I am not 
careful. To try to prevent both a nervous breakdown and spending 
a month staring at my computer screen, I usually offer mini 
sessions—10 to 15 minute shoots where I promise five or so 
pictures that I deliver as high resolution files. This takes any 
printing or card creating out of the equation, and also limits the 
amount of images I promised, rather than a full session which for 
me can be 50 or more. In turn, my clients get a few choices of 
images for their holiday cards and gifts, including that one great 
picture that was likely the whole reason they wanted portraits 
anyway. And I don’t have a nervous breakdown. Probably. 

So throw back a pumpkin spice latte and put on a pair of boots and 
go shoot some portraits, even if you usually don’t. Everything is on 
your side in the fall – great light, fabulous surroundings, and more 
clients than any other time of year. That doesn’t happen very 
often (well, it happens once a year, but still). 
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 Dear GSCCC Members, 

Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Alan Samiljan and 
I'll be your point person at Hunt's Photo & Video. I am a forty year 
veteran of the retail photographic industry with formal training from 
the Rochester Institute of Technology. My goal is to provide the 
same high level of customer service and value that you are used to 
receiving from Hunt's. You may have already done business with me, 
so I think you know that I am responsive to your needs, knowledgea-
ble when it comes to product and competitive when it comes to 
price. I'll be sending you about ten specials per year which you can 
share with your members/students. 

These specials will be offered through November 30, 2015. Please 
note that several are based on limited quantities and I cannot issue 
rain checks. As always, UPS Ground shipping is FREE in the Continen-
tal US and there is no sales tax except for orders shipped to MA, RI or 
ME. If you'd like to place an order for any of these specials, or any 
other items not listed here, please call me, Alan Samiljan, at 781-
662-8822 or send me an email including your phone number 
to alansamhunts@gmail.com and I'll call you.  

Now through November 30, 2015 or until supplies run out we are 
offering the Canon Pixma PRO 10 printer at $379.99 before rebate 
(Canon sells it on their website for $699.99). If you purchase the 
printer plus a package of 13x19x50 sheets of Canon Semi-Gloss or 
Luster paper, $50, Canon will send you a $250 mail in rebate! Your 
final cost is $129.99 plus the paper! Or if you prefer, you can buy 
the Canon Pixma PRO 100 printer at $369.99 ($499.99 on Canon's 
website), buy the paper, $50, and receive a $250 mail in rebate. Your 
final cost is $119.99 plus the paper. You can't buy a decent docu-
ment printer for these prices, let alone an exhibition quality photo 
printer! 
 
The Manfrotto Befree Aluminum Tripod with Ball Head is available in 
red/blue/grey or green. It's a great travel tripod. reg. $199.99, No-
vember special price $179.99 

 
We have two Vanguard tripods on special this month: 
Vanguard Alta Pro 263AB Tripod and SBH 100 Ball Head Kit, regular 
price $199.99,  SPECIAL PRICE $169.99, $50 mail-in-rebate. Final cost 
$119.99 

Vanguard Alta Pro 263AT Tripod with Multi-Angle Column, regular 
price $149.99, SPECIAL PRICE $129.99, $30 mail-in-rebate. Final cost 
$99.99 

As the weather gets colder the need for good gloves that allow you 
to access your camera's controls becomes apparent,  Freehand 
Gloves Eco-Friendly Fleece Gloves for Photographers are an excellent 
solution. They are available in a variety of both men's and women's 
sizes. reg. $24.99, November special $19.99. 
The latest from Panasonic is the LUMIX GX8 Mirrorless Camera with 
4k Video (Body only). It is a very high quality and well designed cam-
era that also does 4k video! Please call for special bundle price!  

Sigma's outstanding 150-600mm Contemporary and Sport lenses are 
becoming more available. Please call me for special pricing and avail-
ability!  

I hope you all have a great Holiday Season! 

Photographically yours, Alan. 

Alan Samiljan 
100 Main St. 
Melrose, MA 02176 
(781) 662-8822 
alansamhunts@gmail.com 
 Follow me on Twitter for the latest deals on used equipment! 
@AlanAtHunts  
Gary Farber <digitalguygary@wbhunt.com> 

You know, Gary Farber the digital guy from 
Hunt’s Photo & Video. You might have met 
him in our last Conference. Him and Alan 
Samiljan are ready to help you with any gear 
questions, before you shop, send them an email 
or give them a call, tell them you’re one of our 
members, they will answer all your questions 
and direct you to make the best buy for your 
needs. See Alan’s letter below. 

tel:781-662-8822
tel:781-662-8822
mailto:alansamhunts@gmail.com
http://www.usa.canon.com/cusa/consumer/products/printers_multifunction/professional_photo_inkjet_printers/pixma_pro_10
http://www.usa.canon.com/cusa/consumer/products/printers_multifunction/professional_photo_inkjet_printers/pixma_pro_100
https://www.huntsphotoandvideo.com/detail_page.cfm?productid=MKBFRA4GBH&mfg=Manfrotto&show=yes
https://www.huntsphotoandvideo.com/detail_page.cfm?productid=263AB100&mfg=Vanguard&show=yes
https://www.huntsphotoandvideo.com/detail_page.cfm?productid=263AT&mfg=Vanguard&show=yes
https://www.huntsphotoandvideo.com/detail_page.cfm?productid=11111MM&mfg=Freehand%20Gloves&show=yes
https://www.huntsphotoandvideo.com/detail_page.cfm?productid=11111MM&mfg=Freehand%20Gloves&show=yes
https://www.huntsphotoandvideo.com/detail_page.cfm?productid=DMCGX8SBODY&mfg=Panasonic&show=yes
https://www.huntsphotoandvideo.com/detail_page.cfm?productid=DMCGX8SBODY&mfg=Panasonic&show=yes
https://www.huntsphotoandvideo.com/detail_page.cfm?productid=745306
https://www.huntsphotoandvideo.com/detail_page.cfm?productid=740101
tel:%28781%29%20662-8822
mailto:alansamhunts@gmail.com
https://www.huntsphotoandvideo.com/
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Upcoming GSCCC Competitions for 2015—2016 

Month Competition Judging Club / Send Entries to: 

November  Pictorial (Color & B&W Prints) Great New Orleans Camera Club 

Rose Parker 

300 Valencia Drive 

Luling, La  70070 

985 - 785 - 8158 

parker52@cox.net 

Nature (Projected Digital & Prints) Oklahoma Camera Club  

Carol  & Tom McCreary - in 

425 SW 53rd Street        

Oklahoma City, Ok.  73109 

405 - 634 - 1817 

tcmccreary@cox.net  

No Competitions in December  

January Pictorial (Projected Digital) Slidell Photography Club 

Tess Cottage 

tc01hm@aol.com  

Photojournalism (Projected Digital & 

Prints) 

Need Your Club to Judge 

February Pictorial (Color & B&W Prints) Need Your Club to Judge 

Nature (Projected Digital & Prints) Need Your Club to Judge 

March Pictorial (Projected Digital) Need Your Club to Judge 

Photojournalism (Projected Digital & 

Prints) 

Need Your Club to Judge 

April—End of Year Competitions  

Editor…………….…………..……………….…Sandra Gaitan Kurt 
3906 Covington Xing Dr,  
Corpus Christi, TX, 78414 
sgaitan52@gmail.com 
(361) 331-1607 

Directors…………...………………Carol McCreary, APSA, EPSA 
425  S. W. 53rd St, Oklahoma City, OK  73109 
tcmccreary@cox.net 
(405) 634-1817 
Don Pederson, APSA 
15502 Rue Saint Honore, Tomball, TX  77377 
donpederson@att.net 
(832) 717-5500  
Jack Hourguettes 
220 Richmond Dr. , Florence, Ms. 39073 
coljack1220@gmail.com 
(601) 214-2851 

  Gulf  States Camera Club Council  

affiliated with the Photographic Society of America 

President………………....………...…..Buddy Delahoussaye 
204 Hill Ridge Drive, Youngsville, LA 70562 
buddydbug@yahoo.com 
(337) 380-0383 

Competitions Vice President………...…Tom Savage, APSA 
1336 North Creek Dr, Saginaw, TX  76179 
savagetom@charter.net 
(817) 229-7655 

Secretary-Treasurer………….............…………….Rose Parker 
300 Valencia Drive, Luling, LA  70070 
parker52@cox.net 
(985) 785-8158 

mailto:parker52@cox.net?subject=November%20Pictorial%20Prints%20Competition
mailto:tcmccreary@cox.net?subject=November%20Nature%20Competition
mailto:tc01hm@aol.com?subject=January%20Pictorial%20projected%20competition
mailto:sgaitan52@gmail.com
mailto:tcmccreary@cox.net
mailto:donpederson@att.net
mailto:coljack1220@gmail.com
mailto:buddydbug@yahoo.com
mailto:savagetom@charter.net
mailto:parker52@cox.net


The Cleburne Camera Club meets on the 1st and 3rd 
Mondays at 7 p.m. in the JN Long Cultural Arts Complex at 
425 Granbury Street in Cleburne, in the large annex on the 
South side of the campus. The complex is just North of HEB 
on Granbury Street. 
 

Since March 4, 2015 we have welcome all Cleburne area 
photographers, beginners as well as the more 
experienced. There are beginner, intermediate and 

professional photographers.  Programs presented by the 
pros and a monthly contest critiqued by outsiders help you 
hone your skills. 
 
Several field trips each year and numerous photo ops keep 
your creativity flowing. 

 
 
The Cleburne Chamber of Commerce office features a 
rotating display of members’ works. Members’ photos are 
also displayed in area libraries. 
 
Come join us. Let’s improve our photography with every 
shot. 
 
Email the Cleburne Camera Club 
at cleburnecameraclub@gmail.com 
 
Join our Discussion Group 
at http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/cleburnecameraclub/ 

Meet Our Clubs:  

Send me an introduction of your Club  to include in our next Newsletters to:sgaitan52@gmail.com 
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From left to right Mike Mahaffey, Judge Kerry Owen, Marian 

Kalka, from our October competition. 

mailto:cleburnecameraclub@gmail.com
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/cleburnecameraclub/
mailto:sgaitan52@gmail.com?subject=GSCCC:%20Meet%20our%20Club
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PICTORIAL PROJECTED 

Judged by Lafayette Photographic Society 
Pictorial Projected—1st Place— 

”Slow Night on the Boardwalk”   
By David Howell from Louisiana PS 

Pictorial Projected - 3rd Place 
“Green Jay Feeding”  

By Joe Smith from Houston PC 

Pictorial Projected Club Totals  

11 Clubs Participating 

1st    Title: Slow Night on the Boardwalk 15 
 Maker: David Howell 
 Club: Louisiana PS 

2nd    Title: White Jellyfish   14 
 Maker: Julie Cheng 
 Club: Houston PC 

 
3rd    Title: Green Jay Feeding       13 

Maker: Joe Smith  
 Club: Houston PC 
  
1st HM Title: Music Man   12 

Maker: Karen Monceaux 
 Club: Beaumont CC 

 
2

nd
 HM Title: Blue Boat   12 

              Maker: Shelley Vandergrift 
 Club: Dallas CC 

45 Houston PC 
43 Louisiana PS 

42 Oklahoma CC 

40 Plano PC 

39 Beaumont CC 

39 Dallas CC 

39 Jackson PS 
39 West Bank CC 
37 Houston CC 

36 Greater New Orleans CC 

28 Central Texas PC 

Pictorial Projected —2nd Place—  
“White Jellyfish”  

By Julie Cheng from Houston PC 
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PJ — PROJECTED DIGITAL 

Judged by Plano Photography Club 

Nature Projected Digital -   3rd Place 

“Breakdancing” 

By Inge Vautrin from Oklahoma CC 

PJ Projected Digital—2nd Place 
“Now It Is My Turn” 
By J.D. McClung from Oklahoma CC 

PJ Projected Digital —1st Place 
“Helpful Lady With Directions”   

By Carol McCreary from Oklahoma CC 

10  Clubs Participating 

1st    Title: Helpful Lady With Directions 15 

 Maker: Carol McCreary 

 Club: Oklahoma CC 

2nd    Title: Now It Is My Turn  14 

 Maker: J.D. McClung 

 Club: Oklahoma CC 

 
3rd    Title: Breakdancing   13 

Maker: Inge Vautrin 

 Club: Oklahoma CC 

  

1st HM Title: Coast Guard Rescue  13 

Maker: Joe Alsup 

 Club: Beaumont CC 

 
2

nd
 HM Title:  Hanging on the Ropes  12 

              Maker:  Kris Smith 

 Club:  Lafayette Ps 

PJ Projected Digital Club Totals 
51 Oklahoma CC 

42 Dallas CC 

41 Lafayette PS 

41 Greater New Orleans CC 

37 Houston CC 

37 Slidell CC 

35 Louisiana PS 

22 Beaumont CC 

17 Jackson PS 

7 Central Texas PC 
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PJ PRINTS 

Judged by Plano Photography Club 

PJ Prints Club Totals  

6 Clubs  Participating 

PJ Prints- 3rd Place 
“Rope Trick” 
By Don Haig  

from Dallas CC 

1st    Title: Cowboy’s Courage  15 
 Maker: Ron Shue  
 Club: Cowtown CC 

2nd    Title: Lunge    15 
 Maker: Randy Carr 
 Club: Oklahoma CC 

 
3rd    Title: Rope Trick        13 

Maker: Don Haig  
 Club: Dallas CC 
  
1st HM Title: Josh DeWeese, Potter  12 

Maker: Ja Dreskin-Haig 
 Club: Dallas CC 

  
2

nd
 HM Title:  Second Line   12 

              Maker:  Ellis Baldwin II  
 Club:  Greater New Orleans CC 

PJ Prints—2nd Place 

“Lunge”   

By Randy Carr from Oklahoma CC 

PJ Prints  - 1st Place— “Cowboy’s Courage”   

By Ron Shue from Cowtown CC 

45 Cowtown CC 

45 Oklahoma CC 

41 Greater New Orleans CC 

40 Louisiana PS 

37 Dallas CC 

35 Slidell PC 
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Thanks to all the participant to the competitions 
and Congratulations to the winners for those 

magnificent images. Special thanks to last three 
months’ competition judging clubs: 

The Lafayette Photographic Society and 
The Plano Photography Club 

And last, but not least, thanks to our collaborators, 
your ideas keep this Newsletter interesting.  

THANK YOU! 

Save the dates, 
May 5, 6, 7 , 2016 

 
See you at Beaumont, TX 

2016 Convention  

News and Updates 

September Nature Projected Digital -    

3rd Place— “Yellow Billed Stork Feeding” 

By Tom Savage from Cowtown CC 
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