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Meet our Clubs 

Visit our section dedicated to meet all the Council 

Clubs.  In this feature, we welcome our latest 

members: 

 The Nacogdoches Photographic Association  

GSCCC News 
GULF STATES CAMERA CLUB COUNCIL  

S ta tes  of  Oklahoma, Texas,  Louis iana,  Miss iss ippi  & F lor ida  

Continues on Page 2 

Update your Roster 

Attention all GSCCC Reps, email us your Club’s Board members, 

especially President, GSCCC Representative and Treasurer.    

Rose Parker, parker52@cox.net 

If you’re like us, autumn 
photography is something you 
eagerly await all year. Say goodbye 
to the bland, bleached colors and 
hazy, washed-out skies of summer 
and welcome in the russets, reds 
and goldenness that dominate the 
countryside.  
 
Autumn is a period of transition, 
when life slowly drains from the 
land, but instead of fading quietly it 
goes out in a blaze of glory, 
creating some of the most 
spectacular photo opportunities 
you’ll see all year.  
 
I browsed in search for advise in 
how to shoot stunning pictures of 
Fall, here’s the top 12 finds. 
 

Work yourself harder 
Next time you head out with a 
camera, push yourself harder.  
Walk a little further and see if the 
scenery gets better, climb that hill 
for a bird’s eye view of the world, 
hike to that distant headland 
where the view along the coast will 

be clearer. There’s an old saying, 
‘The harder you work, the luckier 
you get’ and this definitely applies 
to landscape photography. 
So the next time you head out with 
a camera, instead of settling for the 
first viewpoint you find, push 
yourself harder. 
 

Add water 
Water in its many forms is a great 
ally when shooting landscapes – 
which is just as well, since 70% of 
the earth’s surface is covered in it 
and, as we head towards autumn, 
rainfall levels rise dramatically. 
Still water in lakes and lochs is ideal 
for capturing reflections. If you get 
down to the water’s edge you can 
create sublime, symmetrical 
compositions, with the landscape 
occupying the top half of the shot 
and its reflection filling the 
foreground. Use a polarizer to 
increase color saturation on sunny 
days, but make sure it doesn’t spoil 
the reflections. A neutral density 
(ND) grad filter can also be useful 
for balancing the landscape and its 

reflection. Reflections always come 
out darker due to the laws of 
physics, and a grad over the top 
half of the shot will let you give 
more exposure to the reflection so 
the final image is more balanced. 
Autumn is a great time of year to 
shoot abstract reflections of vivid 
colors. Overhanging trees clothed 
in autumnal foliage will reflect in 
rivers and streams, and the gentle 
flowing of the water ripples and 
distorts them. Use a tele-zoom lens 
to home in on these eye-catching 
patterns of color. 
 

Get down and dirty 
 If you want to bag the best shots, 
you have to get down there in the 
thick of it all and not worry about 
muddy knees or soggy clothes. 
So don’t be afraid to lie on your 
back in the middle of woodland to 
get a great view of the autumnal 
canopy, or scramble up a slippery 
bank for a clearer view of the 
landscape.  
 
 

mailto:parker52@cox.net?subject=Club%20Roster%20Update


Page 2 GSCCC News 

Similarly, while you need to protect your gear, 
sometimes you need to take risks in pursuit of a great 
picture – like holding your camera at knee-level to 
capture waves breaking on a beach or resting it on the 
ground for an unusual viewpoint. 
 

Add clouds 
Clear, blue sky and overcast, grey sky tends to look 
empty and dull. But throw a few clouds into the 
equation and it all changes. 
Suddenly the sky has depth and interest. If the sun’s 
shining, clouds passing over it cast moving shadows on 
the landscape below. 
Just before sunrise and just after sunset, clouds are 
under lit so they glow red, yellow, pink and purple. 
Clouds form patterns that make interesting pictures in 
their own right. 
 

The sky’s the limit 
When the sky looks interesting, let it take priority in your 
image. Reverse the usual 1/3rd sky, 2/3rd landscape so 
the sky occupies more of the composition than the 
foreground. 
Fit an ultra-wide lens, tilt your camera back and use the 
distortion of the lens to emphasize cloud formations. 
A polarizing filter enhances the sky in sunny weather, 
deepening the blue so that clouds stand out. For the 
best results, keep the sun on one side of the camera. 
If you want to record detail in the landscape you may 
also need a neutral density (ND) grad filter to balance 
sky and land. 
This isn’t so important in sunny weather when you’re 
polarizing the sky, but at dawn and dusk when the sky’s 
much brighter than the land, a 0.6 or 0.9 ND grad would 
be helpful. 
Another effective technique when you have lots of sky in 
the frame is to use a long exposure so moving clouds are 
blurred. 
On a blustery, autumnal day an exposure of 20-30 
seconds will record lots of movement. 
To make such long exposures possible, set your camera 
to its lowest ISO, stop the lens down to its smallest 
aperture (usually f/22) and pile on light-draining filters 
such as polarizers and NDs. 
 

Make hay while the sun shines 
Although you don’t need sunny weather to shoot great 
landscapes – in fact, often the opposite holds true as 
stormy weather’s more dramatic – there’s no denying 
the magic of sunshine. 
It makes the world look bright and colorful, light levels 
are even, it’s easy to take perfectly exposed pictures and 

we feel more inspired. 
So, if you’re lucky enough to have some spare time and 
the sun’s shining you know what to do: grab a camera 
and get out there and start shooting! 
Remember to pack a polarizer as you can use it to 
enhance the sky and obliterate glare so color 
saturation’s improved. 
Also, look for subjects that benefit from sunny weather – 
scenes with nice reflections in calm water, simple photo 
compositions, such as a single tree covered in autumnal 
foliage against the sky, close-ups of details in the 
landscape like autumn leaves carpeting the ground and 
so on. 
Grand vistas tend to look flat and boring in sunny 
weather, so avoid them at all costs. 
 

Blink and you’ll miss it 
Although autumn last for several months, the period 
when foliage color peaks and photo opportunities are at 
their best may only last for a few days – so make sure 
you’re ready for it. 
The last week in October and first week in November are 
often considered to be the most productive, especially in 
northern regions such as the Lake District, though 
further north into Scotland autumn color may be at its 
best a fortnight earlier and down south a fortnight later. 
Much depends on the summer – if it was hot and dry, 
autumn can come earlier, while a wet summer prolongs 
things. All you can do is keep an eye on the foliage 
around you and watch the long-term weather forecast. 
Capture the glow 
Backlighting makes autumn trees come alive. Angle 
yourself towards the light, but be aware of flare – hide 
the sun behind a suitable branch or tree trunk. 
Take a meter reading from the glowing leaves and 
increase the exposure slightly – try adding +1/2 stop to 
start with, checking the histogram to ensure you’re not 
overexposing the highlights. Mix colors, as above, for 
impact. 
 

Capturing mist and fog 
Mist and fog can add a further dimension to an autumn 
landscape. To capture the atmosphere, all you need is 
basic kit and a tripod. Wait for a relatively warm day 
followed by a cool night and if cloud cover creeps in after 
the fog has formed it will slow its dispersal in the 
morning. 
Fog and mist block the sunlight so exposure times are 
likely to be long, so a tripod’s essential. They also reduce 
color saturation and shadows, giving a mono feel. You 
could accentuate this with filters such as an 80A (cool) or 
an 81C (warm). 

Conclusion on Page 9 
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Let’s welcome our latest Club member, the 

Nacogdoches Photographic Association, NPA for short. 

 

The Nacogdoches Photographic Association is a group 

who enjoy the wonder of photography and who love to 

share both the fruits of their labor and their knowledge 

and skills with others. 

 

The Nacogdoches Photographic Association is an 

organization of photographers ranging from novices to 

professionals. The primary emphasis of the club is on 

learning and sharing photographic skills. We seek to 

function as a public service organization, and frequently 

have photo exhibits and participate in special projects 

involving photography. NPA meets at 7:00 p.m. the first 

Tuesday of each month in the upstairs gallery of the 

Cole Art Center @ The Old Opera House, 329 E. Main 

(on the corner of Main and Church Streets).  

Every year since NPA was organized in September, 1992 

it has had a juried gallery show in one of the SFASU art 

galleries. In most years there is a theme chosen for the 

show, although in a few years the theme was 

"Photographer's Choice.   

 

The opening reception for the 2012 NPA Gallery 

exhibition was held in the upstairs gallery of The Cole 

Art Center @ The Old Opera House, 329 East Main, 

Nacogdoches from 5 to 7 p.m., Friday, July 6.  

 

 It's not the same as being there, but, you can see the 

exhibits since 2001 online. 

 

For more information about the Nacogdoches 

Photographic Association, contact R.G. Dean at 422 East 

Pilar St., Nacogdoches, TX 75961 or at email address: 

dean@sfasu.edu. 

Meet Our Clubs:  
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The Nacogdoches Photographic Association 

Send me an introduction of your Club  to include in our next Newsletters to:sgaitan52@gmail.com 

mailto:dean@sfasu.edu
mailto:sgaitan52@gmail.com?subject=GSCCC:%20Meet%20our%20Club
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PICTORIAL COLOR PRINTS 

Judged by Houston Camera Club 

1st    Title: Sunrise at Reservoir   12 
 Maker: Richard Weddle 
 Club: Jackson PS 

2nd    Title: Stunning Arabian  12 
 Maker: Dee Overturf 
 Club: Cowtown CC 

 
3rd    Title: Skimming The Top   12 

Maker: Randy Hall 
 Club: Slidell PC 
  
1st HM Title: Winter White   12 

Maker: Kathy Reeves 
 Club: Louisiana PS 

 
2

nd
 HM Title: Greek Village   12 

              Maker:  Bob Bozarth 
 Club:  Oklahoma CC 

Color Prints —2nd Place 
“Stunning Arabian” 
By Dee Overturf from Cowtown CC  

Color Prints  -   3rd Place 

“Skimming the Top” 

By Randy Hall from Slidell PC 

Color Prints —1st Place 
“Sunrise at Reservoir ”   

By Richard Weddle from Jackson PS 

9  Clubs Participating 

Pictorial Color Prints Club Totals 

46 Cowtown CC 

43 Louisiana PS 

43 Oklahoma CC 

39 Dallas CC 

39 Lafayette PS 

39 Slidell PC 

38 Greater New Orleans CC 

34 Jackson PS 

30 Beaumont CC 
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PICTORIAL B&W PRINTS 

Judged by Houston Camera Club 

B&W Prints- 3rd Place 

“Resting at the Panjiavan Market” 

By Jan Dreskin-Haig from Dallas CC 

Pictorial B&W Prints Club Totals  

9 Clubs Participating 

Dallas CC 46 
Cowtown CC 42 
Oklahoma CC 42 
Louisiana PS 41 
Greater New Orleans CC 40 
Lafayette PS 40 
Slidell PC 40 
Beamount CC 18 
Jackson PS 18 

B&W Prints—2nd Place 
“MHH Bridge Underside”   
By Dan Meredith from Dallas CC 

1st    Title: Conquer the Night        13 
 Maker: Ronald Shue 
 Club: Cowtown CC 

2nd    Title: MHH Bridge Underside        13 
 Maker: Dan Meredith 
 Club: Dallas CC 

 
3rd    Title: Resting at the Panjiavan Market  11 

Maker: Jan Dreskin-Haig 
 Club: Dallas CC 
  
1st HM Title: Rebirth of the Invader        11 

Maker: Houston Brown 
 Club: Dallas CC 

 
2

nd
 HM Title: Marie Laveau’s         11 

              Maker:  Kerry Griechen 
 Club:  Lafayette PS 

B&W Prints  - 1st Place— “Conquer the Night” 

 By Ronald Shue from Cowtown CC 
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Upcoming GSCCC Competitions 

Month Competition Judging Club / Send Entries to: 

October 

Pictorial  

Projected Digital 

Photography Enthusiast of El Paso 

 

Sirous Partovi 

813 Twin Hills Dr. 

El Paso, TX 79912 

sirous.partovi@gmail.com 

915-490-4929 

PJ  

(Projected Digital & 

Prints) 

Dallas Camera Club 

 

Suzanne Graham 

3524 Silverwood 

Carrollton, Tx 75007 

suz_graham@yahoo.com 

972-394-7541 

November 

Pictorial Prints  

(Color & B&W) 

Oklahoma Camera Club 

 

c/o CaroL McCreary 

425 SW 53rd Street 

Oklahoma City, Ok.  73109 

405 - 634 - 1817 

 tcmccreary@cox.net 

Nature  

(Projected Digital & 

Prints) 

Jackson Photo Society 

 

Fred Wiggins 

425 Cumberland Ct 

Madison, MS 39110 

601-421-8909 

jps.gsccc.central@gmail.com 

December No Competitions 

We still need  

Your Club! 
 

Contact Tom Savage and  

volunteer to judge for our monthly Competitions   

 

You can always judge again! 

2015 Competitions  

January  

Pictorial Projected 
Digital 

Louisiana PS 

PJ (Projected Digital & 
Prints) 

GNOCC 

February 

Pictorial Prints (Color 
& B&W) 

Slidell PC 

Nature (Prints and 
Projected Digital) 

Available ! 

March 

Pictorial Projected 
Digital 

GNOCC 

PJ (Projected Digital & 
Prints) 

Available ! 

April Annual Convention and Year End Awards 

http://www.gulfstatesccc.org/html/judging_clubs.html
mailto:sirous.partovi@gmail.com
mailto:suz_graham@yahoo.com
mailto:tcmccreary@cox.net
mailto:jps.gsccc.central@gmail.com
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NATURE — PROJECTED DIGITAL 

Judged by Plano Photography Club 

1st    Title: Snowy Egret   15 
 Maker: Butch Speilman 
 Club: Louisiana PS 

2nd    Title: Ocelot Speculation  14 
 Maker: Jan Lee 
 Club: Oklahoma CC 

 
3rd    Title: Morning Scene at Glacier Park 14 

Maker: Julie Cheng 
 Club: Houston PC 
  
1st HM Title: Feed Me, Momma  13 

Maker: Brenda Leger 
 Club: Lafayette PS 

 
2

nd
 HM Title: Barred Owl   13 

              Maker:  Joe Smith 
 Club:  Houston PC 

Nature Projected Digital—2nd Place 
“Ocelot Speculation” 
By Jan Lee from Oklahoma CC  

Nature Projected Digital —1st Place 
“Snowy Egret”   

By Butch Speilman from Louisiana PS 

13  Clubs Participating 

Nature Projected Digital -   3rd Place 

“Morning Scene at Glacier Park” 

By Julie Chen from Plano Houston PC. 



October 2014 Page 8 

NATURE—PRINTS 
Judged by Plano Photography Club 

Nature Prints- 3rd Place 

“Winter Color” 

By Andy Lay from Cowtown CC 

9 Clubs Participating 

Louisiana PS 47 

Lafayette PS 45 

Dallas CC 44 

Greater New Orleans CC 41 

Cowtown CC 40 

Slidell PC 40 

Oklahoma CC 37 

Jackson PS 31 

Beaumont CC 19 

Nature Prints—2nd Place 
“When You Need a Friend”   
By Kathy Reeves from Louisiana PS 

1st    Title: Grizzly View         14 
 Maker: Chad Palen 
 Club: Slidell PC 

2nd    Title: When You Need a Friend      14 
 Maker: Kathy Reeves 
 Club: Louisiana PS 

 
3rd    Title: Winter Color         13 

Maker: Andy Lay 
 Club: Cowntown CC 
  
1st HM Title: One Gulp         13 

Maker: Randy Hall 
 Club: Slidell PC 

 
2

nd
 HM Title: Lily          12 

              Maker:  Steve Sutton 
 Club:  Dallas CC 

Nature Projected Digital Club Totals 

50 Oklahoma CC 

49 Houston PC 

43 Heard Nature PC 

43 Lafayette PS 

43 Louisiana PS 

38 Cowntown CC 

37 Houston CC 

36 Greater New Orleans CC 

34 Jackson PS 

33 Beaumount CC 

33 Dallas CC 

32 West Bank CC 

10 Central Texas PC 

Nature Prints Club Totals  

Nature Prints  - 1st Place— “Grizzly View” 

 By Chad Palen from Slidell PC 



  Gulf  States Camera Club Council  

affiliated with the Photographic Society of America 
President………………....………...…..Buddy Delahoussaye 

204 Hill Ridge Drive, Youngsville, LA 70562 
buddydbug@yahoo.com 
(337) 380-0383 

Competitions Vice President………...…Tom Savage, APSA 
1336 North Creek Dr, Saginaw, TX  76179 
savagetom@charter.net 
(817) 229-7655 

Secretary-Treasurer………….............…………….Rose Parker 
300 Valencia Drive, Luling, LA  70070 
parker52@cox.net 
(985) 785-8158 

Editor…………….…………..……………….…Sandra Gaitan Kurt 
3906 Covington Xing Dr,  
Corpus Christi, TX, 78414 
sgaitan52@gmail.com 
(361) 331-1607 

Directors…………...………………Carol McCreary, APSA, EPSA 
425  S. W. 53rd St, Oklahoma City, OK  73109 
tcmccreary@cox.net 
(405) 634-1817 
Don Pederson, APSA 
15502 Rue Saint Honore, Tomball, TX  77377 
donpederson@att.net 
(832) 717-5500  
Jack Hourguettes 
220 Richmond Dr. , Florence, Ms. 39073 
coljack1220@gmail.com 
(601) 214-2851 

Thanks to all the participant to the competitions and 

Congratulations to the winners for those magnificent images. 

 

Special thanks to last months’ competition judging clubs: 

The Plano Photography Club for judging Nature Prints and 

Projected images;  

and the Houston Camera Club for judging the Pictorial Color and 

B&W prints competitions . 

And last, but not least, thanks to our collaborators, your ideas 

keep this Newsletter interesting.  

THANK YOU! 

Keep your pictures tidy 
Although landscape photographers like to shoot things 
as they find them, there’s nothing to stop you doing a 
little ‘gardening’ to tidy up a scene. For example, you 
can scatter more interesting autumn leaves in the 
foreground if the ones you find are messy, and remove 
unsightly leaves and twigs if they spoil a shot. Providing 
you don’t damage or destroy anything, a little re-
arranging is perfectly acceptable. 
 

Shoot sunrise and sunset 
One of the great things about autumn is that the days 
are shorter, so to shoot sunrise and sunset you needn’t 
deprive yourself of too much sleep – in early November 
the sun rises right just before 7am and sets before 6 pm 
in the U.S. Central Time zone, which is perfectly 
respectable. If you want to capture silhouettes against 
the sky and sun, just set your camera to Aperture 
Priority mode and fire away. If you want to record 
detail in the foreground, use a strong (0.9) ND grad so 
you can give more exposure to the foreground without 
the sky burning out. 
 

Brave the weather 
The most dramatic conditions for landscape 
photography invariably occur in ‘bad’ weather – usually 
when the sun breaks through a stormy sky so you get a 
sunlit foreground beneath dark, ominous clouds. 
The closer to sunrise or sunset this occurs the better, as 
the light will be golden and the overall effect even more 
stunning. You can’t really predict when this is likely to 
happen, but you can put the odds of success in your 
favor by wrapping up and getting out there so that 
when a break occurs you’re ready. 
 

So, let’s get out there and make your brand new Fall gallery for 
our Nature and Pictorial upcoming competitions!  

Note from the Editor’s Desk 

Not too long ago, I made the decision to consult whether 

or not I could qualify for  the correction of my lifetime 

sight shortcomings by Lazik.   I have used glasses for 30 

years and became a photography enthusiast only three 

years ago. So, like  Bill Cosby, said: "Decide that you want 

it more than you are afraid of it."   The Lazik correction 

would allow me to do more photography, but I knew it 

isn’t for everyone. Once I received news that I could 

correct my vision fully; I scheduled the Procedure with 

the Berkeley Eye Center, here in Corpus Christi.  

Surgery was last Friday and I feel great. Colors are alive 

and vibrant.   I wanted to say thanks to a devoted and 

caring team who have gave me what I call “the best lens 

upgrade ever”. I’m so ready for the Fall.  

Sandra Gaitan. 

mailto:buddydbug@yahoo.com
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