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Meet our Clubs 

Visit our section dedicated to meet all the 

Council Clubs.  This issue featuring: 

 Angelina Photographic 

Association 

GSCCC Reps, if your Clubs has 

winning images please email those to 

our News Editor, Sandra Gaitan. We 

appreciate the assistance to avoid 

delays receiving digital images of 

our prints competitions awards. 

The Oklahoma Camera Club will be 

delivering the entries to a group outside the 

Club to judge the 2015 EOY entries during 

the week of May 10th through May 16th. 

 

The EOY print and EOY digital entries 

must be received at the address 

below starting April 25th and must be 

here by May 6th.   Email digital entries 

and entry forms on April 25th through May 

6th. 

 

Please don't mail your print to arrive 

before that because we won't be 

home. 

 Carol and Tom McCreary 

425 S. W. 53rd St. 

Oklahoma City, OK  73109 

phone: 405-634-1817 

cell: 405-740-1433 

tcmccreary@cox.net 

2015 EOY AWARDS  



When the Sun goes down... 

Great shots can be achieved in low light conditions, even 
without spending a lot of money on expensive lenses with 
big apertures (although that does help).  

 

#1 DO NOT BE AFRAID OF USING A HIGH ISO 

Most of the example images in this article were taken at 
high ISO settings from 3200 all the way up to 12,800. Those 
are numbers that only a few years ago were unheard of, but 
with today’s newest cameras (even most of the entry level 
models) it is a real and viable option. 

Yes it is true you will get increased noise in your image but 
the other option is getting a blurry image due to a slower 
shutter speed. What cranking the ISO does is allows you to 
also increase the shutter speed. ISO, shutter speed and 
aperture are like teeter totters. If one changes, then one of 
the other two have to adjust to keep things (the exposure) 
constant. 

So it’s a trade off. Perhaps you get a bit more noise, or even 
a lot more. So what?! Isn’t that better than an entire photo 
that’s blurry? Personally I’ll take a little noise over blur any 
day – especially since Lightroom and Photoshop and many 
other tools out there do such a great job at removing some, 
or all of the noise. 

You do sacrifice overall image quality a little in that you may 
lose contrast and saturation. Keep in mind that using a full 
frame Canon 5D Mark III which is a high end camera helps – 
but I’ve seen images from newer model Canon Rebels, and 
Nikon D7000’s that do almost as good a job. It has more to 
do with the age of your camera and sensor as gains in good 
high ISO is a recent advancement. I would not have 
attempted this with the original 5D Classic (didn’t push it 
past 1600). 

#2. USE A REALLY LARGE APERTURE 

This sort of goes without saying, but I’m going to say it 
anyway as I see many newbies to photography making this 
same mistake. Along with no fear of high ISO, stop being 
afraid of using your largest aperture. 

Let’s look at aperture for a second and see how big a deal 
going from say f/5.6 to f/2 really is – looks like about 3x 
more right? Wrong! Every stop you shift is double the 
amount of light so: 5.6 > 4 > 2.8 > 2. That’s over 3 STOPS of 
light. Each stop is double so that’s: 2x2x2 or 8 TIMES more 
light. Whoa that’s a lot! 

Not sure what a stop is on your aperture dial? Generally if 
you camera is like most it is set to ⅓ of stop increments with 
every click of your dial. So one stop = 3 clicks. 

If you only have a kit lens and the maximum aperture 
(largest opening, smallest f-number) is say f/5.6 then you 
are a bit limited in low light situations. But have no fear 
there is an inexpensive solution. 

One of the first lenses I was recommended to purchase is 
the 50mm f/1.8. Whether you use Canon, Nikon, Pentax or 
whatever – it is generally an inexpensive lens ($100-190 
depending on your camera brand), it’s light weight, and very 
versatile with the large aperture. It still is one of my favorite 
ones. 

Sure you could use flash but it takes away from the 
ambience lighting and sometimes is not allowed, like in 
concerts; it distracts everyone else watching the show. Not 
to mention blinding the performer. So I choose to do this 
type of thing “au natural”.  

#3. USE A TRIPOD 

Many newcomers seem to have an aversion to using a 
tripod. YES it slows you down. YES it’s more cumbersome 
and you have to haul it around. But it’s the best way to get 
a crisp, sharp image in any exposure length. It’s essential to 
night photography where exposures over up to and over 30 
seconds are not uncommon. 

Slowing down isn’t a bad thing either, in fact I recommend 
it. Rushing often results in missed shots due to wrong 
camera settings, poor composition, bad lighting, or all of the 
above. Take your time. Choose your settings and do it right. 
A tripod is your friend, I promise. 

#4 SHOOT RAW FORMAT IF POSSIBLE 

The noise reduction I mentioned above is far more effective 
if you are working with a RAW format file, so if possible 
start using that format. If you aren’t ready for that yet you 
could look at some other options like the Topaz 
DeNoise which does a really nice job on JPGs as well. 

 

So here’s my challenge to you. If you’ve struggled to take 
photos in low light get out there and try it using these tips. 

 

Have you heard the saying: “It's better to light a candle than 
to curse the darkness” 

 

I’ll add, if you can’t light a candle, turn the ISO up… Happy 
shooting! 
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So, What is Noise? 

Noise is a random and unwanted problem caused by the 
sensor (determined by your ISO settings) in digital 
cameras. Most often, noise appears as randomly spaced 
grain or dots distributed throughout your image. Noise 
can also appear as unevenness in color, random pixels of 
color or as a variation in brightness within your image. 

Noise is most noticeable in plain, solid areas of your 
digital image, and is also found in areas of high color and 
in darker areas such as blacks and shadows. Noise is also 
apparent in underexposed images. This is because lower 
light regions offer comparatively less visual information 
than regions with more light, so noise tends to become a 
problem in these darker settings. Brightening dark images 
can also increase the presence of noise in digital images. 

The presence of noise creates a visually unpleasant image 
with reduced image detail and clarity. Noise will also 
create an inconsistency in darker areas of the image such 
as blacks or shadows, leaving these areas looking grainy 
and often with random color specks. 

The true effects of noise may be hard to notice at first, 
but if you zoom in on your digital image, say 200% or 
more, you will instantly see the defects. 

 

What causes Digital image noise? 

Noise can be a result of a number of things including: 

1. A very sensitive sensor 

2. Low light combined with a high ISO 

 

What is ISO? 

The ISO setting defines how sensitive your camera sensor 
is to the amount of light present in your scene. It can also 
vary by camera model. 

A higher ISO setting will cause the sensor to be more 
sensitive thus allowing you to take pictures in low light or 
with faster shutter speeds. 

There are two general types of noise that you will see in 
your digital images: 

1. Luminance Noise is the black and white noise or 
“grain” in an image. 

2. Chrominance is the pastel-colored, speckled noise 
often seen in the mid-tone or shadow areas. 

 

Generally, it’s always best to use the lowest ISO setting 
possible. However, a higher ISO enables: 

1. Faster shutter speeds to freeze motion—ideal for 
indoor sports photography, dancers and concerts. 

2. Better performance in low light, like weddings and 
candle light scenes. 

3. Reduce image blur when shooting hand held. 

 

The side effect to a high ISO setting is NOISE. The 
presence of noise will reduce your image quality and 
obscure important subject details. 

There are a variety of noise reduction tools available for 
eliminating image noise. However all tools come with the 
unwanted side effect of detail loss, which affects the 
overall quality of your image. Another common side 
effect is image blurring as a result of lost detail. These 
side effects lower the quality and value of your image. 

Among these tools we compared: Lightroom luminance, 
Photoshop Noise filter, Noiseware, DeFine, DeNoise, 
PhotoNinja, Noise Ninja, Neat Image. 

To me, the best noise reduction capabilities are a toss up 
between Photo Ninja and Topaz DeNoise, depending if 
you value smoothness or detail recovery.  

I think for the ease of use, combined with the quality of 
the result, Topaz Denoise and DeFine are the best option. 
DeFine is very easy to use but doesn't quite bring out the 
details as well as Photo Ninja and Denoise.  

If you do not mind spending some time on an image, and 
tweaking it, Photo Ninja has a slight edge in terms of the 
end quality, with fewer artifacts, slightly more detail, but 
less smooth out-of-focus areas. There are better 
programs available today, compared Noise Ninja 3.  

I found the final quality of an image using noise reduction 
software not only depends on the program, but also user 
preferences, and experience with the program. I spend 
quite a bit of time learning each program, and perhaps I 
could practice each program more and improve it's 
performance.  

I felt that ease of use and processing time was also 
important, and I am leaning towards Photo Ninja and 
Topaz DeNoise. DeNoise has slightly better detail 
recovery, both produce similar artifacts, and DeNoise is 
overall smoother looking. 

 

Tips for Low light Photography 



PJ Prints Club Totals 

50 Cowtown CC 

42 Lafayette PS 

29 Louisiana PS 
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PJ — PRINTS 

Judged by Oklahoma Camera Club 

 Exhausted    14 
 Brian Fesko 

 Cowtown CC 

 Load The Line    13 
 Maker: Ron Shue 

 Cowtown PC 

 
Title: Photo Finish    13 

Maker: Buddy Delahoussaye 
 Lafayette PS 

  
 Pushing My Limit    12 

 Jack Young 
 Cowtown CC 

 
  Sprinting for Home Plate   11 

              Maker:  Tom Savage 
  Cowtown CC 

PJ Prints—2nd Place 
“Load The Line” By Ron Shue from Cow-
town CC  

PJ Prints —1st Place 
“Exhausted”   

By Brian Fesko from Cowtown CC 

3  Clubs Participating 

PJ Prints -   3rd Place 

“Photo Finish” 

By Buddy Delahoussaye from Lafayette PS 



Judged by Oklahoma Camera Club 

PJ —Projected Digital 

PJ Projected Digital - 3rd Place 

“Whoa!” 

By Tom Savage from Cowtown CC 

8 Clubs 
Participating 

47 Cowtown CC 

47 Plano PC 

45 Lafayette PS 

42 Houston CC 

42 Jackson PS 

42 Louisiana PS 

41 Dallas Camera Club 

36 Slidell PC 

 The Fall of Number 5          13 
 Jim Walsh 

 Plano PC 

 
 A Sweaty Jab           13 

 Maker: Kris Smith 
 Lafayette PS 

 
Title: Whoa!            12 

Maker: Tom Savage 
 Cowtown CC 

  
 Oh Hell            12 

 Ron Shue 
 Cowtown CC 

 
 Focused                       12 

              Maker:  Jack Young 
  Cowtown CC 

PJ Projected Digital Club Totals  

PJ Projected Digital  -  1st Place 
 “The Fall of Number 5”  By Jim Walsh from Plano PC 

PJ Projected Digital  
2nd Place 
“A Sweaty Jab”   
By Kris Smith from Lafayette PS 
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Pictorial Projected Digital Club Totals 
46 Louisiana PS 

43 Houston PC 

42 Cowtown CC 

42 Lafayette PS 

42 Plano PC 

40 Oklahoma CC 

39 Houston CC 

39 Jackson PS 

38 Slidell PS 

37 Beaumont CC 

35 Dallas CC 

31 West Bank CC 

8 Central Texas PC 
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Judged by Greater New Orleans Photographic Society 

Pictorial Projected Digital 

 Snowy Egret   15 
 Butch Spielman 

 Louisiana PS 

 The Anna Hummingbird  15 
 Maker: Joe Schmitt 

 Houston PC 

 
Title: Cypress Sunset        13 

Maker: Patty Ellis 
 Lafayette PS 

  
 The Portal of Nankoweap Ruins 13 

 James Stover 
 Plano PC 

 
  Fall in the Smokies  12 

              Maker:  Thejas Rajaram 
  Houston CC 

Pictorial Projected Digital  
2nd Place 
“The Anna Hummingbird”  
By Joe Schmitt from Houston PC  

Pictorial Projected Digital —1st Place 
“Snowy Egret”   

By Butch Spielman from Louisiana PS 

13 Clubs 
Participating 



NATURE —PRINTS— 1st Place  

Pictorial Projected Digital– 3rd Place 

“Cypress Sunset” 

By Patty Ellis from Lafayette PS 
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 “Fog And Reflections” by Steve Newman from Dallas CC 

Judged by Lafayette Photographic Society on Feb. 2015 
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The Angelina Photographic Association (APA) was 

founded in 1979 in Lufkin, Texas. The stated 

purpose of the APA is to provide a forum for the 

photographic talent of its membership and to 

promote an appreciation for the art of 

photography by the public.  

 

APA's membership represents amateurs as well as 

professionals who have a common interest in 

photography. That common interest is the only 

requirement for membership.  Members are kept 

informed about club activities, open contests, 

photographic publications, and area exhibits by 

the APA newsletter, published monthly. 

 

APA is recognized by the State of Texas as a non-

profit public service organization and is affiliated 

with the Gulf States Camera Club Council.   

The Association's activities include photographic 

service projects for various non-profit organizations 

and civic clubs. 

 

APA meets monthly in the Museum of East Texas in 

Lufkin each third Thursday at 7 o'clock p.m. These 

meetings include a bi-monthly competition where 

members vote for the top three winners who 

receive prizes and recognition for their talent. The 

meetings also include educational programs with 

the purpose of informing the membership and 

improving their photographic techniques. 

 

The MET is located @ 503 North Second Lufkin, 

Texas, 75901 (936)-639-4434  

 

For more information please contact to 

angelinaphotoclub@gmail.com. 

Meet Our Clubs:  
Angelina Photographic Association  

Send me an introduction of your Club  to include in our next Newsletters to:sgaitan52@gmail.com 
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May 2014 - Bubbles—1st Place Zelma Lias 

May 2013 - Brilliant Vivid Color 

1st Place Connie Thompson 

Special Competitions 
Every odd numbered month we have a themed contest and every even numbered 

month we encourage you to bring five images for a photo critique session.  

mailto:sgaitan52@gmail.com?subject=GSCCC:%20Meet%20our%20Club
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Contact us to participate in our next year’s calendar of Activities: 

Volunteers for our 2016 Conference Organizing Committee. Lots of different skills 

are needed, if you’re interested email or call our President Buddy Delahoussaye. 

Clubs for Judging competitions every month from May 2015—March 2016. Ask your 

GSCCC Rep to contact our Competitions Vice President Tom Savage. 

Speaking of GSCCC Reps, please send us your updated Membership count and 

Board Rosters. Email all updates to our Secretary and Treasurer, Rose Parker. 

 

Your participation is the key to our success ! 

  Gulf  States Camera Club Council  

affiliated with the Photographic Society of America 

President………………....………...…..Buddy Delahoussaye 
204 Hill Ridge Drive, Youngsville, LA 70562 
buddydbug@yahoo.com 
(337) 380-0383 

Competitions Vice President………...…Tom Savage, APSA 
1336 North Creek Dr, Saginaw, TX  76179 
savagetom@charter.net 
(817) 229-7655 

Secretary-Treasurer………….............…………….Rose Parker 
300 Valencia Drive, Luling, LA  70070 
parker52@cox.net 
(985) 785-8158 

Editor…………….…………..……………….…Sandra Gaitan Kurt 
3906 Covington Xing Dr,  
Corpus Christi, TX, 78414 
sgaitan52@gmail.com 
(361) 331-1607 

Directors…………...………………Carol McCreary, APSA, EPSA 
425  S. W. 53rd St, Oklahoma City, OK  73109 
tcmccreary@cox.net 
(405) 634-1817 
Don Pederson, APSA 
15502 Rue Saint Honore, Tomball, TX  77377 
donpederson@att.net 
(832) 717-5500  
Jack Hourguettes 
220 Richmond Dr. , Florence, Ms. 39073 
coljack1220@gmail.com 
(601) 214-2851 

Thanks to all the participant to the competitions and 

Congratulations to the winners for those magnificent images. 

 

Special thanks to last months’ competition judging clubs: 

Oklahoma Camera Club for the 
PhotoJournalism Projected & Prints results;  

The Greater New Orleans Photographic 
Society for the Pictorial Project Digital 

results 

And last, but not least, thanks to our collaborators, your ideas keep 

this Newsletter interesting.  

THANK YOU! 

Happy Easter ! 
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